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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT /B

The focus of today’s liturgy is the Davidic covenant, the
promise of a throne that will last forever. It appears in the
First Reading, in the Responsorial Psalm, and in the
Gospel, where the angel Gabriel announces to Mary that
“the Lord God will give (her son) the throne of David his
father.” Jesus is to transform that covenant, revealing “the
mystery hidden for many ages.” The throne in this new
kingdom is to be occupied by “the Son of the Most High ...
the Son of God.” Indeed, he is “Emmanuel,” God-with-us.
We are very close now to the coming of Christ. What would
the world be like if we were to allow Christ to really come as
king? What would a world ruled by Jesus Christ be like?
Would we have the poverty that we have now?

FROM THE PASTOR

| would like to take this moment to thank every one of our
parishioners, volunteers, members of our ministries, friends
of the community and many more. Your unwavering
commitment to our Parish and Parish community throughout
the Christmas season has been humbling and a true
testament of what this season is all about. We are blessed
to have you in our lives. We continue to grow deeper in our
faith and in the betterment of this Parish.

* * *

Best of all, Christmas means a spirit of love, a time
when the love of God and love of our fellow men
should prevail over all hatred and bitterness, a time
when our thoughts and deeds and the spirit of our
lives manifest the presence of God. -~George F. McDougall

CHRISTMAS SEASON
MASS SCHEDULE
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT / DECEMBER 24th
8:30 am ~ 9:30 am ~ 11:00 am
CHRISTMAS EVE - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th

5:00 pm: Christmas Eve Family Mass (English)
11:30 pm: Christmas Carols
12:00 am: Christmas Eve Midnight Mass (Bilingual)

CHRISTMAS DAY - MONDAY, DECEMBER 25th
8:30 am ~ 9:30 am ~ 11:00 am

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31st

8:30 am ~ 9:30 am ~ 11:00 am

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
MONDAY, JANUARY 1st

8:30 am ~ 9:30 am ~ 11:00 am

NOTES OF THANKS
OUT OF THE COLD CHRISTMAS DINNER:

Thank you to all who generously donated to the Out of the
Cold Christmas Dinner collection. Your donations totaled
just over $2,300. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

FOOD FOR A MONTH PROGRAM:

On Friday, December 22nd food hampers were successfully
delivered to our families in need. We would like to extend
our most heartfelt thanks to Frank Ciddio for his very
generous food donations. Many special thanks to Diana and
Mary Fitzgerald for their gift of time not only to this annual
food drive but to their ongoing commitment to St. Vincent de
Paul. Thank you to all the volunteers for their commitment
of time and energy in helping to pack, load and delivering
the food hampers. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
May God bless you all and may God bless those families in
need.

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE

Your 2018 donation envelopes are ready for pick up at the
back of the Church. If you have moved or have updated
your contact information, please contact the Parish office
with your new details. Holiday Office Hours: The Parish
office will be closed on December 25th & 26th, 2017 and on
January 1st, 2018.

MAJOR RELIC OF SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER TO
VISIT THE ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO

A first-degree relic of missionary Saint Francis Xavier is
coming to the Archdiocese of Toronto from January 12th to
the 14th, 2018. The forearm of the saint, permanently
displayed at the Church of the Gesu in Rome, will be in
Canada from December 29th to February 2nd, as part of a
14-city Canadian visit. In our archdiocese, the relic will be
hosted by St. Michael's Cathedral Basilica (January 12th),
St. Francis Xavier Church, Mississauga (January 13th) and
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Toronto (January 14th). More
information, please visit: www.cco.ca/relic

It is believed that this is the first time the relic has been on
Canadian soil. The body of St. Francis Xavier, which is
buried in Goa, India, as well as the relic of his arm are
incorrupt—they have not experienced natural decay since
his death in 1552.

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

The 104th World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be
celebrated on Sunday, January 14, 2018. The theme
chosen by Pope Francis is “Welcoming, protecting,
promoting and integrating migrants and refugees” As
Christians, we are called to reach out to and pray for all
migrants to emphasize the unity of the human family and
the values of acceptance, hospitality and love of neighbour.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2018

January 18th to the 25th is the annual observance of the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The theme chosen for
2018 is “Your Right Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power”
(Exodus 15:6). Throughout 2018, join Christians everywhere
in praying “that they may all be one” joining our prayer with
that of the Lord Jesus Christ. For more information please
visit: www.geii.org.
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PRAYER & LIFE WORKSHOP: JANUARY 24, 2018

The Prayer & Life Workshop is a weekly program that helps
you to learn and deepen the art of prayer. Sessions include
methods of prayerful reading, integral reconciliation, and
contemplative prayer. The workshop will be held in the
Rectory Hall and starts on Wednesday, January 24th.
Sessions are two hours long. The instruction is free;
however, materials are $15. Please contact the Parish office
to register for this workshop.

ST. BRIGID’S FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS
TRIDUUM MASSES 2018
Please join us for our Triduum Masses as we celebrate
St. Brigid — our Patron Saint. The Masses will take place on:
Wednesday, January 31st, Thursday, February 1st, and
February 2nd at 7:00 pm in the Parish.

SAINTS BRIGID & CATHERINE OF SIENA
ANNUAL FEAST DAY DINNER DANCE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 2018

Our St. Brigid and St. Catherine of Siena Annual Feast
Day Dinner Dance will take place on Saturday, February
3rd, 2018 in the Church Hall. More details to follow soon.
We look forward to a wonderful celebration.

MARRIAGE SUNDAY 2018

Marriage Sunday in the Archdiocese of Toronto will take
place on the weekend of February 10th and 11th, 2018. An
Archdiocesan Celebration of Marriage Mass will be held on
Sunday, February 11th, 2018 at 3:00 pm at Blessed
Trinity Parish in North York.

WEEKLY COLLECTION

NOTE: Due to the holiday schedule, Liturgical Publications
requests that we submit our bulletins earlier than the normal
schedule. Therefore, the regular collection for the week
ending on December 17th, 2017 will be published in the
December 31st, 2017 bulletin.

IV DOMENICA DI AVWENTO: ANNO B

Una casa per Dio. Nel corso dei secoli Israele aveva preso
coscienza della propria identita nazionale e insieme
religiosa: anzi, la monarchia era parsa la garanzia di una
fedelta al Dio dell’alleanza. Davide pensa che la costruzione
di una «casa» a Dio propizi in modo definitivo i suoi favori, e
lo faccia abitare stabilmente in mezzo al popolo. Ma il
profeta di corte & costretto a dirgli che sara Dio a costruire
una casa a Davide, cioé una dinastia che duri per sempre.
Ora, il figlio annunciato a Maria & chiaramente designato
come figlio di Davide, poiché Giuseppe, a cui Maria &
fidanzata, appartiene alla casa di Davide. Era importante
garantire, di fronte agli Ebrei, attraverso listituzionalita della
successione, il titolo che fonda I'azione dell'inviato di Dio, e,
per la fede cristiana, la «verita» umana del Salvatore. Dio
Identificandosi con i «poveri» che attendevano una
salvezza spirituale, egli conferma che «la carne non serve a
nulla», e che ogni potenza umana non ha consistenza.

DA NOSTRO PARROCO

Vorrei cogliere questo momento per ringraziare tutti i nostri
parrocchiani, volontari, ministri, benefactori e amici della
parrochia per il vostro costante impegno nei riguardi della
nostra communita di Santa Brigida. E' molto edificante la
maniera come avete risposto ai bisogni dei nostri poveri de
San Vincenzo di Paolo e dei homeless. Stiamo sempre
superando noi stessi e lo continueremo a fare per avere la
parrocchia che vogliamo.

L'arrivo del Messia porti la buona novella nel cuore di tutti noi!
Pace, letizia gioia e amore sono i doni per un sereno e candido
Natale in tutto il mondo! Buon Natale a tutti! Dal vostro Parroco.

COLLETTA SETTIMANALE

NOTA: A causa del programma delle festivita, le
pubblicazioni liturgiche richiedono di inviare i bollettini prima
del normale orario. Pertanto, la colletta regolare per la
settimana che finird il 17 dicembre 2017 sara pubblicata nel
bollettino del 31 dicembre 2017.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, Dec. 23rd - st. John of Kanty
9:00 a.m. +Don Marren, req. by the Parish
5:00 p.m. +Mary & Bill Fenn, req. by the Family

Sunday, Dec. 24th - Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m. Mass Pro Populo ~ Mass For All Parishioners

9:30 a.m. +Franca & Alfredo Sollecito, req. by Sestito Family
+Rosina, Pietro & Pasquale Macchione, req. by Sestito Family
+Maria & Fedele Sollecito, req. by Sestito Family
+Vitina, Vincenzo, Vito & Enzo Sestito, req. by Sestito Family
+Antonio Romagnuolo, req. by Maria Romagnuolo
+Rocco & Carmela Lamanna, req. by Maria Romagnuolo
+Joe Galea, req. by the Parish

11:00 a.m +Emilia Frassica, req. by the Family

5:00 p.m. Family Mass ~ Children’s Celebration Vigil

11:30 p.m. Christmas Carols

12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass / Messa di Mezzanotte

Monday, Dec. 25th ~ The Nativity of the Lord / Natale Del Signore
8:30 a.m. Mass Pro Populo ~ Mass For All Parishioners

9:30 a.m. +Fortunato, Maria, Teresa, Antonio, Divina & Daniele
Ciardullo, req. by Giovanni & Rosina Ciardullo

11:00 a.m For All the Souls in Purgatory, req. by Maria Calo & Family
Tuesday, Dec. 26th - st. stephen

9:00 a.m. +Carmine lannitelli, req. by Joe Naccarato
Wednesday, Dec. 27th - st. John

12:00 p.m. +Francesco & Luisa lannitelli, req. by Joe Naccarato

7:00 p.m. Novena Mass: Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Thursday, Dec. 28th ~ The Holy Innocents

12:00 p.m. +Giovannina Lobozzo, req. by Lucia Del Grande

Friday, Dec. 29th - Fifth Day Within The Octave Of The Nativity
12:00 p.m. +Giovanni & Maria Naccarato, reg. by Joe Naccarato
Saturday, Dec. 30th -~ sixth Day Within The Octave Of The Nativity

9:00 a.m.  Special Blessing for Candace Bernadette Lim,
req. by her Mother
5:00 p.m. +Danilo Dalida, req. by the Family

+John Zimmer, req. by His Mother



Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Liturgical
WITH
550 Danforth Rd.

12/ 3°7 I DENISE M.F. BADLEY
CON TROL Barrister, Solicitor, Notary Public

Family Law, Real Estate Lawyer
Wills & Estate
2069 Danforth Ave.

A z L 416.690.6195

dbadleylaw(@rogers.com

AAETNA | IMITED

Termite Control « Do it yourself supplies

1828 Danforth Ave. 416-469-4111
R.J. (Dick) Murphy

NORTH POLE BAKERY

CATERING & DELICATESSEN
HOT SANDWICHES
1210 DANFORTH AVE.
416-466-6435

Affito Siale Per Matrimoni, Battesimi,
Communioni etc. Da 40 a 1000 Persone

0" Gonnor Florist
FLOWERS
www.oconnorflorist.ca
COOK'S

SHOW IT

é’/z (416) 429-1272 | #
Free Delivery-Min. Order-Mention Ad
I

I

Wallpaper & Paint Est. 1949

I

I

Benjamin Moore 'nr!

Wallpapers

&
1 Bring in this ad for 10% Below Wholesale Prices! |
| 2672 Danforth Ave. 416-699-2669 || /]

1 (between Main & Dawes Rd.)

De La Salle College

"Oaklands"

Now Accepting
Applications
from Grade 5

through 12

416-969-8771

Davidsonr'st
Danforth & Woodbine
Open 6am - 11pm | Every Day of the Week

985 Woodbine Ave. 416-421-9457 DavidsonsValuMart.com

valu-

THE PERFECT SPOT TO ADVERTISE

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 905-624-4422

YOUR BUSINESS!

HERITAGE F UNERAL CENTRE
Proudly sponsoring and supporting events
and the community of St. Brigid's Parish.
Families appreciate our low prices, great facilities,
our caring staff, convenient location with lots of parking.
Before you decide, please come for a visit, | will be

Seniors Discount
15% Daily, 30% Thurs
Excludes RX ¢ Free Delivery
Danforth Drug Mart

LIBERTY
TAX
SERVICE

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary » Commission * Car Allowance * Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resurme to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

1871 Danforth Ave. 416-691-2225 Persona/ and
Small Business
w hﬂiiﬂ _ Year Round Service
“El? ' 1714 Danforth Ave.
416-406-9990

honoured to personally assist you. Glen L. Day

Please visit our website to read the testimonials
highlighting what families say about us.

50 Overlea Blvd. 416.423.1000 www.heritagefuneralcentre.ca
L3

Joe Cicciarella

Real Estate Homeward, Brokerage

Dir 416.220.3126

Bus 416.698.2090 ?

joe@joerealtyservices.com SELL « BUY « LEASE
Houses « Condos +« Investments

REAL ESTATE SERVICE with RESULTS!

ADVERTISE!

Remember...
Let our advertisers

Tx

Trull Funeral Home

and Cremation Centre
EAST CHAPEL
Honoured Provider
Dignity Memorial ™
1111 Danforth Ave. (E. of Donlands)
416 465-4661

Since 1912, families throughout Toronto have trusted
us with the most important of details.
Burials ® Cremations ® Pre-Arrangements

0
A
know you saw \\9

their ad here.

DaV|d Gharat B.A. SRES
President | D.G. Real Estate Group

R
100%
ClUb Ao

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 10am-3pm
2091 Danforth Ave. (416) 425-8300

J L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

-| |- Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467

Mount Hope Cemetery 416-483-4944

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

| RE/MAX All Stars Realty, Inc. Brokerage
Specializing in helping 50+ Seniors Sell Their Home

C:416-729-2333 0:416-265-2000

david@dygna.com www.HouseCondoPro.com
Relocation - Selling - Buying

Real Estate & Investments

51





